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Technical Note 

DDeellaayyiinngg  DDaattaa  RReeqquueesstt  

The configuration described in this Technical Note can be used for a site setup with a cellular 
phone and no modem. The cell phone acts as the modem.  

Normally, when a Central PC connects to the logger, the PC immediately sends a command 
string requesting data; however, a cell phone would not be ready to receive the command 
immediately. If the cell phone waits until the Central PC times out and then resends the 
command string there will be a gap in the data. The configuration described below explains how 
to slow down the Central PC’s initial request for data from the loggers.  

Changing the EDAS.INI file 

The first step in delaying the Central PC’s initial request for data is to open the EDAS.INI file. 
Locate the drive where the E-DAS Ambient software is installed, usually Local Disk (C:), and 
open the Program Files directory. From Program Files open the E-DAS Ambient directory, 
then the EDAS.INI file. EDAS.INI is a text file containing configuration settings for the E-DAS 
Ambient software. It will open in either Notepad or WordPad. From the Notepad or WordPad 
menu select Edit | Find. Copy “CONNENABLED=NO” with no quotes, paste it into the Find 
screen, and click Find Next. You should see the following configuration settings: 

[CONNECTIONCHARS] 
CONNENABLED=NO 
CONTROLCHAR= 
DELAY=0 

The “CONNENABLED=” setting gives the user the option to use extra characters for connection 
to sites after a modem connection has been made. The default is “CONNENABLED=NO.” 

“CONTROLCHAR=” indicates the character used to send a <CTRL> to the site. The default is 
“CONTROLCHAR=” with nothing after the equal sign.  

“DELAY=” indicates the delay in seconds after the extra characters have been sent. The default 
setting is “0.”  

To delay the Central PC’s request for data and give the cell phone more time to connect, change 
the settings in EDAS.INI to the following: 

[CONNECTIONCHARS] 
CONNENABLED=YES    
CONTROLCHAR= 
DELAY=5 

The DELAY setting will be any number of seconds that you need to delay the data request. 
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After changing the CONNENABLED and DELAY settings select Save from the Notepad or 
WordPad File menu. 

Configuring Site Information 

The next time you open the Site Configuration screen from the E-DAS Ambient Setup menu, 
two fields will have been added labeled Connection Characters and Hangup Characters 
(Figure 1). If your cell phone needs characters sent, enter up to five alpha-numeric characters in 
each field. These characters will be sent to the data logger by the Central PC when it polls. Then 
the Central PC will wait the number of seconds you configured in the EDAS.INI file before 
requesting data from the logger.  

 

Figure 1  Site Configuration screen after changing EDAS.INI settings  


