Technical Note

Formatting and Saving Strip

Chart Graphs

The purpose of this Technical Note is to explain how to format graphs and save formatting

settings in the Digi-Trend graph display.

Important! To save the formatting for a graph you must run the graph from the Digi-Trend
Display, not from the main menu.

Generating a Strip Chart Graph

The Digi-Trend strip chart program generates graphs and tables to display one-minute,
ten-second data, or five-second data for one site and up to eight parameters. To generate a strip
chart graph, double-click the Graph Display icon in the Digi-Trend icon group (Start |
Programs | Digi-Trend), then compl ete the following steps:

1. If you seethe prompt “Start poll?’ click Yes to start polling or click No if polling is aready

in process.

Note: Not all systems are configured to display the “ Start Poll?” prompt. The
Scheduler starts automatically when configuration information is downloaded, so if
information has been downloaded, scheduled polls should already be running. Y ou
do not have to be polling to generate a historical graph.

When the blank Graph Display screen
appears (Figure 1), only the New and
Open icons and the File menu will be
active; the remaining icons and menu
options will be activated when a graph
IS generated.

. To generate anew graph, select File |
New Graph or click the New icon on
the toolbar at the top of the screen. To
open agraph, select Open Graph from
the File menu or click the Open icon
on the toolbar.
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Figure 1 Graph Display (Blank) Screen
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3. A Select screen will display alist of sites

following selections for the graph:

default) or Engineering Units

default)

4. Click OK.

(Figure 2). When a Site is selected alist of Site Parameter  Braoh Sedle
that site's Parameters will be displayed. = Pet Full Scal
Select one to eight parameters and make the {/fn0 Hnks
~ Graph Type
" Real-Time
Graph Scale - Percent Full Scale (the f+ Hitotiesl
Data Interval : ik Cancel
Graph Type - Real-Time or Historical (the
Figure 2 Select Screen
Data Interval - 001M (one-minute data),
010S (ten-second data), or 005S (five-second data)
(EeonstraphDisplay [Graph] A=
@ Eile Chart Window == %]

5. If you selected a
Historical graph in the
previous screen
(Figure 2) ablank
Graph screen will
appear with aLoad
Data button and two
text boxes for the date
and hour of the datato
display (Figure 3).

6. Togeneratea
historical graph, enter
the date for the datato
be graphed, or click
the calendar icon to
select adate from the
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Figure 3 Graph

calendar. To change months on the calendar, use the left and right arrow buttons on the
scroll bar below the calendar. To change the year on the calendar, click between the scroll
bar arrows and the scroll button. Clicking between the scroll button and the right arrow will
increase the year; clicking between the scroll button and the left arrow will decrease the

year.

Enter aBeginning Hour for the graph (00 to 23) in the field to the left of the Beginning

Hour field.

Click the Load Data button.

You will seeahistorical strip chart graph of the selected parameters. All icons on the
toolbar at the top of the screen should be activated. Graph functions are explained in the

following sections.
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BB E-DAS Graph Display - [Graph]

Note: If dataisavailable ks o= e EIET
for the date selected but itis [ e A=EES _ ‘
not displayed on the graph, T P
you may need to change the
Y (vertical) axisto more
closely coincide with the
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range of data values.
Right-click anywhere on the
graph to bring up a menu and
select Axis | Axis... |
Value(Y)Axis. Onthe Scale
tab, decrease the Maximum
entry.

Refresh Graph ‘

Memo on Graph: Select paint, press shift, and select point again, Mema on Data Grid
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The text boxes for the date Figure 4 Real-Time strip chart graph

and hour and the calendar

icon remain in the lower left corner of the screen when the historical graph of strip chart
dataisdisplayed. A new graph can be generated at any time by entering a new date and
hour in these text boxes, then clicking Load Data.

Note: Toseeatool tip that tells what the icon controls hold the mouse pointer over a
toolbar icon.

7. Thesmall window in the lower right corner of the screen shows the number of hours
displayed in the graph. The default is 3 hours. Use the up/down arrow buttons to change the
number of hours displayed. The options are 1,3, 6, 12, and 24 hours.

6. If you selected Real-Time graph in the previous screen (Figure 2) the Real-Time graph will
display and update automatically as datais received. The graph screen will display only a
Refresh button at the bottom of the screen (Figure 4).

Formatting the Graph
Strip chart graphs can be formatted in the following ways:

1. Double-click in any section of the graph to bring up a menu of formatting options for that
section of the graph. For example, double-click the legend to configure the font, backdrop
color, and location of the legend.

2. Right-click anywhere on the graph to bring up aright-click menu of formatting and editing
options (Table 1).

3. Double-click atrace (line) in the legend to bring up formatting options for that trace, e.g., to
change the line style, width, or color. (Open the Line tab in the formatting box.)
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Menu bar options

Toolbar options

Right-click menu

File New Wizard . . .
New Graph Open Edit Chart Data.. . .
Open Graph Save General . ..
Save Graph Close Plot . . .
Close Graph Print Series
Print Refresh Axis
Printer Setup Properties Legend. ..
Page Setup Highlight Trace Title . ..

Exit Remove Trace Footnote . . .

Chart Restore Trace Copy
Highlight Trace Grid Paste
Remove Trace Graph Print .. ..
Restore Trace Save As. ..

Window Load ...
Cascade
Tile Horizontal
Tile Vertical
Arrange Icon

Table 1 Menus and options

to agrid view of data
(Figure ).

Multiple graphs and/or
tables can be displayed at
one time. Generate more
than one graph (or table)
and select Window | Tile
Horizontal or Window |
TileVertical to display
them all at the sametime
(Figure 6).

To return to single view,
click the M aximize button
in the upper right corner of
the window to be
maximized.

4. Click the Grid and Graph icons on the right end of the tool bar to switch from agraph view
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Figure 5 Grid view of a strip chart graph
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6. Tosaveagrid, select
File | Save Graph
whilein grip view.
When thefileis
reopened, it will be
displayed asagrid.

Saving a Strip Chart
Graph

To save aparticular graph

with the date and

parameters selected, select

Save Graph from the File

menu, or click the Save Figure 6 Graph and grid displayed in Tile Vertical view
button on the toolbar. The

default directory is the directory where the Digi-Trend software was installed (usually
C:\Program Files\Digi-Trend\), but you can save the graph in any directory.

Important! To save the formatting settings of the graph to use in later graphs,
you must save the graph from the Save Graph option of the File menu. Save the graph
in the directory where the Digi-Trend software was installed (usually C:\Program
Files\Digi-Trend\) with the file name default.grf. The properties of the graph
(e.g., axes, trace colors, position) will be saved as they appear on the screen. The next
time you run a graph that format will be applied.

For detailed information about generating and formatting graphs see Chapter 16 “Graphs’ in
the E-DASDigi-Trend for Windows User’ s Guide and Reference Manual.
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