Technical Note

Setting the Time in E-DAS
Ambient and Digi-Trend

Correctly configuring time zones and the master timekeeper is essential for running E-DAS
Ambient properly. Digi-Trend requires that the master timekeeper be selected but not the time
zone. These settings are made in the Set System Parameters screen.

Configuring the Master Time

To configure time in either E-DAS or Digi-Trend, select Set Setup Beports Ediors Ambient Graphs EPA
System Parameters from the Setup menu (Figure 1). 25 P St Iformaton

Set up instrument information

Digital instrument sekup wizard

You will see the Set System Parameters screen (Figure 2).
Select a Master Time. The default is Logger.

Copy site information
Copy inskrument information

Set up calibration information
Guick expected value editor

Select one of the following to determine which device’s clock will
be used to synchronize the data logger and the central computer:

Set up advanced config options 3

Set up repart email information

Computer — Select this option for the PC to be the master Set up pager information
timekeeper. If the PC is the master it sets the time on all loggers to e ad\’ancte: Iiagerta“_d =mall SharizEe
match the PC clock when it polls. -

Set up polling tasks

Build strings ko configure data logger

P Note: Because PC clocks can drift significantly over time, Selective nstrument dowrload ko data logger
Agilaire recommends that the data logger be the master Sat system parameters
timekeeper. ESC data loggers use a crystal-based clock that is Figure 1 Setup menu
more accurate than a PC clock.

Logger — Select this option for the first polled data logger to supply the time for the system and
reset the time on the PC. The PC will then set the time on the other loggers as it polls.

Disabled — Select this option for no automatic time synchronization to take place. The operator
should periodically check the computer and data logger time and correct them manually.

Configuring the Time Zone

In the E-DAS Ambient Set System Parameters screen (Figure 2), select a Time Zone. This
field will not be in the Digi-Trend screen.
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Select the Time Zone (Figure 3)
where the central PC is located.
This specification is important for
air quality networks with data
loggers in different time zones
because EPA requires that data be
reported according to the time zone
in which the data logger is located,

E-DAS Configure System Parameters

Company Name & Address

Data Directory -

iC:\Edasdata

[Envi | Systems Corp

|2l]l] Tech Center Drive
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Communications

| Time Zone - iﬁﬂ

yet time must be synchronized Reties - [152]
across the network and the central el Daps before purging
PC must request data for the topoll: o524 o B
correct time period. Master Time B

" Computer

& Logger:

¢ Disabled

Time Zones for Polling

oK Cancel

If the PC clock gets ahead of the
logger clock and the E-DAS
Ambient software polls every hour,
the poll will begin before the logger has the data stored and won’t collect any data. The PC will
continue to poll according to schedule without getting data.

Zone Value
« Example: If the PC is set to time zone 5 (Eastern Time) _

Atlantic Time

Figure 2 Configure System Parameters screen

and the data logger is set to time zone 6 (Central Time) and they
are both on standard time the PC will try to poll for data before
the logger has it stored. The PC needs to be set to time zone 6 to
make it poll at the correct time. The same configuration applies
if the logger and the PC are not in the same standard or daylight
savings time.

Eastern Time

4
5
Central Time 6
7

Mountain Time

Pacific Time 8

. . Figure 3 Time zones for polling
Time Zones for Automatic Reports

If any of your data loggers are in a different time zone from your PC or in different Standard and
Daylight Savings times, you need to change a setting in the EDAS.INI file to enable the E-DAS
Ambient software to compensate for the time difference when automatic reports are generated.
The EDAS.INI file is a text file located in the Program Directory where E-DAS Ambient was
installed (usually C:\Program Files\E-DAS Ambient).

& Important! Making incorrect changes to the EDAS.INI file can impair or disable the
E-DAS Ambient software.

Change the EDAS.INI file as follows:
From the Windows Start menu on the Taskbar, select Programs | Windows Explorer.

In the left side of the Windows Explorer (Figure 4), double-click to open the drive, usually
Local Disk (C:), where the E-DAS Ambient directory (folder) is located.
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Double-click the E-DAS Ambient directory in the left side of the Windows Explorer.
Double-click the EDAS.INI file in the right side of the Windows Explorer.

| Folders X || Hame ¢ ] Size] Tope =
:;fj Desktop (=] | B3 dalphly. exe 181 KB Application
|;, @ by Documents B9 dalyreps exe 53 KE  Application
B %-_J. by Computer @ CATADIR.LOC 1kB LOCFile
: f__rv} 3% Floppy [4:] B3 datarecv.exne 212KB  Application
|_‘| g Local Disk [C:) B9 dbconyv exe 214 KB Application
1_| BACKLIP B9 Dfglogar.exe BE KB  Application
-] Copied Files @ dLoad.cht 12KB CMT File
rﬁj DELL @ dLoad hip 27T KB HelpFile
é] 11 DISCOVER @ dLoad.lim 24 KB LIM File
ED Dacuments and Settings B9 download exe E03KE  Application
-] DRIVERS I E B 32KE  Configuration Settings
::I EDAS Data j EDAS Mer 1KB WER File
T3 1585 @ edazmenu. exe A02KE  Application
Ij 3 merged_partition_content 3 editagi exe 152KEB  Application
D ,:| Pragram Files B3 editcal exe B23KE  application
E- {1 3Com Corporation (5 editdac.exe 138 KB Application
-] Accessores B3 editdata.exes 93 KB Application
C L B3 EDAS Ambient <1 |5 editpagrexe MBER  Application =
o | _b_l_l 1] I _pf—l
|Type: Configuration Setings Size: 31.3 KB 31.3KB i@ ky Compuiter s

Figure 4 Windows Explorer with EDAS.INI file selected

The EDAS.INI will open in Notepad or WordPad. From the Notepad or WordPad menu
select Edit | Find and enter ADJUSTTIME= exactly as shown; do not bold or add punctuation
or spaces. Click Find Next and you will see the following setting:

ADJUSTTIME=NO
Change the setting to ADJUSTTIME=YES.

From the File menu select Save, then EXit. The next time you open the E-DAS Ambient menu
the software will adjust the ending hour of the report to compensate for the time difference
between the logger and the PC.
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